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1.0

1.1

2.0

3.0

Introduction

Background Information

Geography is a subject offered at Advance level Secondary Education in Tanzania. The subject promotes the
understanding of the earth’s physical, cultural, quantitative and economic components at national, regional and
global contexts.

Future graduates of this subject shall be expected to serve the community as geologists, planners, economists,
environmentalists, miners, land surveyors and fishermen/women. They shall also, serve as foresters, researchers,
demographers, water technician/engineers, meteorologists, agriculturalists and field extension officers.

Geographers are required to provide opportunities to the community for solving natural and human made
disasters and catastrophies.

The subject too promotes an understanding of the living and non-living part of the earth, climate, hydrosphere
and their inter-relationships.

The teaching of the subject takes the human being as central in these relationships. Therefore, the pre-occupation
of'the subject is to minimize the human impact on the environment. The learners of the subject are thus expected to
be conversant with what actions to take with the same intentions of sustainably co-existing with the environment.

Rationale for the Review.

The Geography curriculum review has been dictated by two major factors; Global changes which include
technological, social and economic have also influenced education at curriculum and subject level to be adjusted.
For example, there has risen the need to accommodate cross-cutting issues which include globalization; ICT;
Gender; environment and others. The second factor that dictated the review of this subject is the early 2008 national
research outcomes. A couple of recommendations were made. Some of these recommendations necessitated the
need to reduce the content by way of dropping some topics from the syllabus, making further synchronization
of the Ordinary Level Syllabus with this level in order to address issues of curriculum overload, irrelevance
and out datedness.

Such changes include the shift of regional integration topic to be accommodated in the General Studies Subject
and collapse of the topic on environmental issues. The topic is now integrated in all other topics especial on focal
studies or contexts. Other minor improvements include changing of titles. Water pollution and Conservation
now reads Water Management; four topics have been created in the topic of Population and Development Soil
conservation now reads Soil Management; In the study of water, a topic on Wet lands has been added.

Aims of Education in Tanzania
The general aims of education in Tanzania are to:
Guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of the citizens of Tanzania,

their human resources and effective utilization of their resources in bringing about individual and national
development.

2. Promote the acquisition and appreciation of culture, customs and traditions of the people of Tanzania.

Promote the acquisition and appropriate use of literary, social, scientific, vocational, technological,
professional and other forms of knowledge, skills and understanding for the development and improvement
of man and society.

4. Develop and promote self-confidence and an inquiring mind, an understanding and respect for human dignity

and human rights and a readiness to work hard for personal self advancement and national improvement.

5. Enable and expand the scope of acquisition, improvement and upgrading of mental, practical, productive

and other life skills needed to meet the changing needs of industry and the economy.

6. Enable every citizens to understand the fundamentals of the national constitution as well as the enshrined

human and civic rights, obligation and responsibilities.
v



4.0

5.0

6.0

Promote the love for work, self and wage employment and to improve performance in the production and
service sectors.

Inculcate principles of national ethic and integrity, national and international cooperation, peace and
justice through the study, understanding and adherence to the provision of the National Constitution and
International basic charters.

Enable a rational use, management and conservation of our environment.

The Aims and Objectives of Secondary Educations are to:

Consolidate and broaden the scope of baseline ideas, knowledge, skills and principles acquired and developed
at primary education levels;

Enhance further development and appreciation of national unity, identify and ethnic personal integrity,
respect for and readiness to work , human rights, cultural and moral values, customs, traditions and civic
responsibilities and obligations.

Promote the development of competency in linguistic ability and effective use of communication skills in
Kiswahili and at least one foreign languages.

Promote opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding in prescribed or
selected fields of study.

Prepare students to tertiary and higher education; vocational, technical and professional through training.

Inculcate a sense and ability for self-study, self-reliance and self-advancement in new frontiers of science
and technology, academic and occupational knowledge and skills.

Prepare the student to join the world of work.

General Geography Competences

At the end of A— Level geography course, students should have the ability to:-

L.

e G T I

Collect, organize and interpret information in numerical or statistical forms.

Use a range of instruments accurately and confidently in presenting geographical information or data.

Show personal initiative and commitment in managing national resources and the environment.
Establish the existence of interrelationships of different geographical phenomena.

Analyse problems caused by natural and human factors and use appropriate technology in solving them.

Participate effectively in harnessing resources and energy for mutual benefits.

Apply research skills to conduct research and use the outcome to solve social and economic problems.

The general subject objectives are:-

Enable students develop awareness of planet earth as their heritage.

Develop students awareness about the extent to which resources of their country can be developed to raise

the standard of living.

Develop and apply methods of observation, measurement, recording and interpretation of phenomena as

geographers.

Developa sense of critical analysis and understanding of social, economic and geographical constraints which
hinder national development and suggest ways of overcoming them.

Enable students to understand the interrelationships and interdependence between countries and appreciate
them.

Enable students acquire the skills for conserving the environment.

Enable students to develop a sense of commitment to preserve and utilize resources sustainably as a

heritage for future generations.
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7.2

7.3

7.3.1

7.3.2

7.3.3

7.3.4

Organization of Subject Syllabus

The Advanced Level Geography Syllabus has been organized into two parts. Part one presents the preliminary
information which include an introduction, subject description, rationale for review of subject syllabus, the
objectives of Education in Tanzania, aims and objectives of Secondary Education, General competencies
for subject and general objectives for the subject. The syllabus content basing on level competencies, level
objectives, content, matrix, topics, sub-topics, specific objectives, teaching and learning strategies, teaching and
learning resources, assessment and number of allocated time are also components of part one . Part two forms the
academic description to be covered in form V and form VI. The details of these components are presented below.

Class Competencies

Specific competences, referred to as level competences that have been stated before form five and form six
content matrix respectively. It is expected that once a sub-topic has been taught and learnt, the student when
assessed or observed, should show specific learning outcomes or abilities referred to as competences. This
syllabus has five major competences to demonstrate for form V and VI respectively.

Class Objectives

The objectives reflected here are referred to as level objectives. Specific objectives are derived from these
objectives. These items are important because these are the instructional areas from which teaching/learning
strategies and impromptu assessment indicated in the left column of the syllabus are drawn.

Content Matrix
The content matrix is a format that entails six items namely topic/sub-topics; specific objectives; teaching
learning strategies; teaching learning resources, assessment and number of periods.

Topics/Sub-topics

These are areas which represent the content to be covered at the specific level. These items are presented in the
first column of each page of the syllabus. The A-Level Syllabus has total of twelve topics to be covered. Each
topic is divided to several sub-topics.

Specific Objectives

Specific objectives have been stated into simple form in order to enable the teaching of each sub topic. These
come after the topic/subtopic column. Specific objectives connote actions a student should be able to do. There
are not less than two specific objectives per subtopic. Most of the outcome based instruction is assessed basing
on these objectives.

Teaching and Learning Strategies

The teaching and learning strategies are presented in a single column. These are both methods and techniques
which are supposed to be used by either the teacher or students in order to achieve after teaching and learning
of a specific objective. The techniques which are used form a link thus referred to as strategies. The actions
proposed are of higher level skills and demand students’ active participation. The teacher is not confined to
the proposed strategies if the environment is not conducive. Teachers are allowed to use other participatory
strategies according to the demand of the topic and situation.

Teaching/Learning Resources

The teaching/learning resources are enabling aids which facilitate the teaching and learning processes.
Any teaching/learning resources have been indicated in the strategy resource for illustration of how they are
supposed to be used.

The common resources suggested include textual, web based resource, library resource; models; subject kits;
weather stations, experts; the environment and other actual things from nature. The teacher is advised to use

contextualized teaching/learning resources. It is emphasized all texts should be both in ordinary script and
Braille.
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7.3.5

7.3.6

8.0

9.0

Assessment
Each respective specific objective has been provided with a clear statement which aims at guiding the teacher

in assessing if each student has grasped and thereafter achieved intentions which are stipulated by specific
objectives. Assessment area is indicated in the sixth column of the content matrix.

Number of Periods

An ideal instructional time has been shown on the seventh column of the content matrix. Instructional time show
a total number of periods set per topic. The time has been carefully calculated to enable the teaching as well as
carrying on assessment in form of monthly tests; midterm, terminal as well as annual examination.

There are 40 weeks devoted for teaching and learning practices. There are 194 days for teaching Geography with
400 periods per each class. The number of each period per week is 10 and each period has a total number 0f 40
minutes.

Instructional Time

Each topic in the syllabus has been allocated a number of periods which are considered adequate for its teaching.

Assessment in the subject

The table below shows the type of assessment and the accompanied assessment measures to be used. The
assessment measures listed in the table contributes to continuous and final assessments of the student achievement.
The frequency for each assessment measure has been indicated with the weight in %. You are therefore strongly
advised to apply a wide selection of assessment measures in order to develop students’ ability for the mastery
of the subject matter during the teaching learning process.

Acting Commissioner for Education

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training
P.O. Box 9121

Dar es Salaam

Website: www.moe.go.tz

Tel: 2110150-2, 2110179

Fax: 022113271

vii



FORM FIVE

Class Competences

At the end of Form five, students should have the ability to:

1. Manipulate statistical data and use geographical information accurately in addressing life challenges.

2. Utilize acquired research skills to improve social and economic life for oneself and of the community.
Analyse critically the physical changes on earth’s crust, resulting landforms and their impact on environment
and humanlife.

4. Apply survey and map making skills to plan social and economic development activities.

5. Use knowledge from photographs and map work in understanding natural relationships and suggest ways
to overcome identified social and economic problems.

Class Objectives

At the end of form 5 students should be able to:

a)
b)

©)
d)
e)
f)

Describe the nature, type and other statistical information and present them logically using proper methods.
Conduct research, interpret and analyse collected data for social and economic use.

Understand and explain the movements of planet earth and their effects.
Relate the internal and external processes of the earth to emerging landforms.
Understand the importance of survey practices and their application in local and global contexts.

Actively participate in map work and photograph related activities such as observing, measuring,
interpreting, recording and using the information obtained.
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FORM VI

Class Competences
At the end of form six, students should have the ability to:

1. Uselocal, regional and global resources sustainably according to local conditions.

2. Participate actively in activities which reduce the impact of adverse effects of weather and climate on
environment.

3. Takeactions which enhance economic productivity of the local human population.

Class Objectives

At the end of studying the subject at form six students should be able to:
a) Explain the sustainable use of resources such as water, soil, forestry, minerals energy and livestock.

b) Describe natural and human impacts on weather and climate.
c) Describe population dynamics and their impacts on economic development.

d) Draw relevant experiences from other countries to understand the effective ways of using natural resources
in Tanzania.

€) Demonstrate different ways of sustainable use of our environment.
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